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Efficient and productive, the Cat® M315 
GC wheel excavator features easy-to-
use controls to complete more projects 
each day  

o Ergonomic control layout and touchscreen monitor enhance operator comfort and efficiency 

o Optional blade control on the joystick plus automatic axle lock help operators get more work done 

every day 

o Low maintenance costs combined with fuel efficiency help improve the bottom line  

 

IRVING, Texas, December 17, 2024―Designed for daily work, the Cat® M315 GC is easy to own and operate 

with features that help increase operator efficiency and machine productivity. The easy cabin access design 

has conveniently located controls for intuitive operation, a touchscreen monitor and improved visibility to 

complete work comfortably and safely throughout the shift. With optional blade control conveniently on the 

joystick and auto-axle lock-up, the design is built to help operators get more work done every day.  

Powered by the Cat C4.4 engine, the M315 GC tailors performance to jobsite needs while meeting Brazil MAR-1 

emissions standards, equivalent to U.S. EPA Tier 3 and EU Stage IIIA. Lowering engine speed when no 

operation is being performed, Automatic Engine Speed Control helps to reduce fuel consumption. The engine 

is compatible with diesel fuel blended with up to 20% biodiesel fatty acid methyl ester (FAME) or 100% 

renewable diesel, hydrogenated vegetable oil (HVO) and gas-to-liquid (GTL) fuels.  

The machine’s advanced hydraulic system provides the optimum balance of power and efficiency, while 

providing the necessary control for precise digging requirements. “The versatile M315 GC works from dirt or 

asphalt and delivers efficient and highly productive performance for a range of applications from general 

excavating to trenching,” says Josh Lim, product management vice president for Caterpillar. “The cab 

provides all-day comfort with easy-to-use controls to help boost operator efficiency. Plus, the M315 GC spends 

more time working by quickly traveling between sites at speeds reaching 37 km/h (23 mph).”  

Simple and comfortable operation  

Push-button start allows the M315 GC to quickly get to work. The cab design grants operators easy entry/exit 

with its tilt-up left console and straight access from the ground. Providing comfort throughout the shift, air 

conditioning controls are located on the machine display and are easily adjusted to the ideal operating 

temperature using the touchscreen monitor. A Bluetooth® radio option allows for seamless mobile phone 

connection to listen to music and for hands-free calling.  

https://www.cat.com/en_MX/products/new/equipment/excavators/wheel-excavators/124340.html
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Inside the cab, the standard 203-mm (8-in), high-resolution touchscreen monitor features a continuously 

improved user interface enabling intuitive navigation via the easy-to-use touchscreen monitor. Quick 

identification of applications is provided by a grid list view with application names and categorized menu 

options. With color-coded notifications setting apart critical messages, the monitor’s notification center keeps 

essential information visible to the operation. In-monitor QR codes are provided to help the operator learn 

about machine features and functions.  

The excavator’s two-way travel pedal is conveniently positioned and helps to maximize productivity. Helping 

to reduce operator fatigue, the auto-axle lock activates automatically when the travel pedal is in neutral, and 

the machine has nearly stopped.  

Low costs   

The M315 GC’s design offers quick and safe inspection and servicing with daily maintenance points accessible 

from ground level. Providing high-filtration performance, the hydraulic oil filter offers a long, 2,000-hour 

replacement interval, and anti-drain valves help keep oil clean during filter replacement. Scheduled Oil 

Sampling (S∙O∙SSM) ports are located at ground level to help simplify maintenance. With grouped greasing 

points and long greasing intervals, the excavator spends more time in the field working.  

Built on a long legacy of high-performance and highly reliable wheel excavators, the M315 GC enjoys 

attachment commonality with the 313 GC excavator, along with common layout, systems and parts with Cat 

small excavators to help lower inventory requirements. Companies can customize the wheel excavator to 

applications using a variety of available attachments. “The M315 GC can be equipped with a wide range of 

attachments from buckets, grapples, and hydraulic hammers, to vibratory plate compactors, shears, and 

pulverizers,” adds Lim. 

Enhancing safety 

Standard machine LED lights offer better visibility of the jobsite in low-light operating conditions. The 

redesigned layout of the M315 GC provides improved right-side visibility compared to the M315 wheel 

excavator, and a rearview camera is standard with video feed displayed on the touchscreen monitor. Accessed 

from the monitor, a unique operator PIN code is required to enable the push-button starting feature.  

Operators can select the in-cab swing lock to prevent the front linkage from moving while the M315 GC is 

moving. A ground-level shutoff switch stops fuel flow to the engine and shuts down the machine, and the 

switch can be padlocked to protect the machine from unintended use.  

More information on the Cat M315 GC wheel excavator can be found by contacting a Cat dealer or visiting 

cat.com.  

 

https://www.cat.com/en_US.html?utm_content=next_gen_ssl,_ctl_press_release_09_2024&utm_source=amn_master_list_editors&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=next_gen_ssl/ctl_press_release_09_2024&utm_term=link
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M315 GC Wheel Excavator Spec Guide 

Engine Cat® C4.4 

Net power ISO 9249, kW (hp) 90 (121) 

Maximum travel speed, km/h (mph)  37 (23)  

Maximum operating weight, kg (lb)  15 600 (34,390) 

Maximum load height, mm (ft/in) 6378 (20’ 11”) 

Maximum digging depth, mm (ft/in)  5091 (16’ 8”)  

Vertical wall digging depth, mm (ft/in) 4198 (13’ 9”) 

Maximum reach at ground line, mm (ft/in)  8312 (27’ 3”)  

 

#### 
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NOTE TO EDITORS 

About Caterpillar: 
With 2023 sales and revenues of $67.1 billion, Caterpillar Inc. is the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, off-
highway diesel and natural gas engines, industrial gas turbines and diesel-electric locomotives. For nearly 100 years, we’ve been helping 
customers build a better, more sustainable world and are committed and contributing to a reduced-carbon future. Our innovative products and 
services, backed by our global dealer network, provide exceptional value that helps customers succeed. Caterpillar does business on every 
continent, principally operating through three primary segments – Construction Industries, Resource Industries and Energy & Transportation – 
and providing financing and related services through our Financial Products segment. Visit us at caterpillar.com or join the conversation on our 
social media channels at caterpillar.com/en/news/social-media.html.  

Caterpillar rolls out products and services in each of its regions at different time intervals. Although every effort is made to ensure that product 
information is released only after Caterpillar has received confirmation from its independent dealer network, plants, and marketing subsidiaries 
that products and services are available in the relevant region, editors are kindly requested to verify with a Cat dealer for product availability 
and specifications. 

CAT, CATERPILLAR, LET’S DO THE WORK, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Corporate Yellow,” the “Power Edge” and Cat “Modern Hex” trade 
dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission. 

VisionLink is a trademark of Caterpillar Inc., registered in the United States and in other countries. 
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